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THE DISCOVERY OF NEBRASKA.
A VISIT TO NEBRASKA IN 1662.

THE EXPEDITION OF CORONADO.

THE DISCOVERY OF NEBRASKA.
We are apt to look upon Nebraska as a young State; young
in its geological formation, in its political existence, and in its
historical records. For descriptions of its soil, its climate, its ,
fruits, or its inhabitants, few have sought to look further back
than the commencement of the present century, and the published memorials of its history prior to the advent of the French
trappers and traders have been thought too meager to serve 3,S
a basis for any exact account. But hidden away in the lumber
rooms of wealthy Spanish and French families, and piled on
the shelves of national libraries in Paris, Madrid, and Mexico
are hosts of letters, journals, and reports which are gradually
emerging from their seclusion and undergoing the scrutiny of
acute and practiced eyes. The documents recently edited by
M. Margry, in Paris, and now in course of publication by the
United States Government, throw a flood of light upon early
French discoveries and explorations in the West. And when
the vast libraries of all the nations which took part in those
adventurous travels shall give up their dead treasures we have
reason to hope that we shall be able to add many years to the
authentic history of our Sta1'e.
5
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I purpose to collect and present a few of the reasons we have
for believing that fourscore years before the pilgrims landed on
the venerable shores of Massachusetts; sixty-eight years before
Hudson discovered the ancient and beautiful river which still
bears his name; sixty-six years before John Smith, with his
cockney colonists, sailed up a summer stream which they named
after James the First of England, and commenced the settlement of what was afterwards to be Virginia; twenty-three years
b~fore Shakespeare was born; when Queen Elizabeth was a little
girl, and Charles the Fifth sat upon the united throne of Germany and Spain, Nebraska was discovered; the peculiarities of
her soil and climate noted, her fruits and productions described,
and her inhabitants and animals depicted. If the arguments
and citations in support of this theory shall prove more dull
and prosaic than the custom of recent times requires the popular lecture to be, I shall still be able to indulge a hope that
among those whose nativity or residence has caused them to ,
entertain a peculiar affection for this State, and especially among
those whose pursuits have led them to understand and appreciate the value of historical studies, the intrinsic interest and
importance of my topic may prove some excuse for the bald
narration of facts to which I shall be obliged to subject your
patience.
There is hardly any expedition of modern times around
which hangs so much of the glamour of romantic mystery as
that undertaken about the middle of the sixteenth century for
the purpose of discovering the seven cities of Cibola and the
land of Quivera. Although at least four contemporaneous narratives of this remarkable march have reached us, it is singular
that hardly any two recent writers agree either in the location
of the seven cities or the ultimate terminus of the journey The

The Discovery of Nebraska.

7

cities of Cibola have been placed by different investigators at
the ruins now called Zuni, in New Mexico, at a point about
one hundred miles east of that spot, and on the Reo del Chaco,
about an equal distance to the north. The country called
Quivera is still more rich in its variety of locations. The
vicinity of Guaymas, on the Gulf of California, the ruins now
called Gran Quivera in New Mexico, different points in Colorado, and the region of Baxter Springs in Kansas, are but a few
of the spots suggested for this forgotten land. I shall endeavor
to show that none of these answer the conditions of the narratives to which I have alluded, and that the land of Quivera was
situated in what is now the State of Nebraska.
It is true that the only discovery of our State which can be
regarded in any sense as permanent, that which was followed
by the usual horde of adventurers,. traders, and explorers, dates
from a long subsequent period. The city of St. Louis was
established in the year 1764, and in the preceding summer its
founder, Laclede Liguest, visited the Missouri. Gradually the
advancing wave of commerce crept up that river, until it
reached the most powerful and mighty of the sava~e nations of
that day, the proud, wealthy, populous, and pugnacious tribe of
the Omahas, with their famous chief Wash-ing-guh-sah-ba, or
the Blackbird, whose prowess Irving has celebrated, and whose
lineal descendants still exercise, on a little reservation, hereditary rule over the docile handful to which that great nation is
reduced.
We catch an earlier glimpse of this region from one who had
enlisted in the service of God instead of the service of Mammon. There was found a few years since, in the archives of
St. Mary's College in Montreal, the identical map which Father
Marquette prepared of his voyage down the Mississippi, exe-
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cuted by his own hand, and bearing all the marks of authenticity. Upon this map, drawn in the year of our Lord 1673,
appea;s the territory which now forms the State of Nebraska,
delineated with remarkable accuracy. The general course of
the Missouri is given to a point far north of this latitude; the
Platte River is laid down in almost its exact position, and
among the Indian tribes which he enumerates as scattered about
this region we find such names as Panas, Mah as, Oton tap-tes,
which it is not difficult to translate into Pawnees, Omahas, and
perhaps Otoes. It is not without a thrill of interest that a
Nebraskan can look upon the frail and discolored parchment
upon which, for the first time in the history of the world, these
words were written.
So full and accurate is this new-found map that, had we not
the word of Father Marquett~ to the contrary, it would not be
difficult to believe that during his journey he personally visited
the Platte River. It was a dream of his, which, had his young
life been spared, would probably have been realized. But here
we will let the good father speak for himself. He is describing
his descent of the Mississippi. The Pekitanoui River, of which
he speaks, is the Missouri .
. ''We descend, following the course of the river towards the
other called Pekitanoui, which empties into the Mississippi,
coming from the northwest, of which I shaH have something
considerable to say after what I have remarked of this river.

* *

*

'' As we were discoursing, sailing gently down a still, clear
water, we heard the noise of a rapid into which we were about
to plunge. I have never seen anything more frightful. A
mass oflarge trees, with roots and branches entire, real floating
islands, came rushing from the mouth of the river Pekitanoui
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with such impetuosity that we could not venture across without serious risk. The agitation ~as so great that the water
was all muddy, and could not get clear.
"Pekitanoui is a considerable river, which, coming from very
far in the northwest, empties into the Mississippi. Many
Indian towns are ranged along this river, and I hope by its
means to make the discovery of the Red or California Sea.
"We judged by the direction the Mississippi takes that if it
keeps on the same course it has its mouth in the Gulf of Mexico.
It would be very advantageous to find that which leads to the
south sea towards California; and this, as I said, I hope to find
by Pekitanoui; following the account which the Indians have
given me, for from them I learn that advancing up this river
for five or six days, you come to a beautiful prairie twenty or
thirty leagues long, which you must cross to the northwest.
It terminates at another little river on which you can embark,
it not being difficult to transport canoes over so beautiful a
country as that prairie. This second river runs southwest for
ten or fifteen leagues, after which it enters a small lake, which
is the source of another deep river running to the west, where
it empties into the sea. I have hardly any doubt that this is
the Red Sea, and I do not despair of one day making the discovery, if God does me this favor and grants me health, in
order to be able to publish the gospel to all the nations of this
New World who have so long been plunged in heathen darkness.''
The brave and pious heart was not to be cheered by the discoveries he had hoped for; the great highway to the California
Sea was to be traveled in far later days and by another race
than his ; still, as his earnest voice comes down to us through
the centuries, we can see that in spite of all the mistakes into
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which his untutored geographers led him, he made a shrewd
guess at the future pathway of commerce.
But now let us turn again from the humble and unpretending labors of this member of the Society of Jesus and gaze upon
a more gorgeous spectacle. Let us look back three centuries
and a half to the province of Mexico, or, as it was then called,
New Spain. For the bare prairies of Illinois and the rocky
shores of the l~kes we have the luxuriance of tropic vegetation ;
for the holy vestments of a Catholic priest we have the burnished armor and the dancing plumes of a Spanish cavalier;
for the low splash of the paddle and the ripple of a bark canoe
we have the noisy clank of steel, the neighing of horses, the
shouting of captains, and the heavy tread of mighty cavalcades.
It is nineteen years after the conquest of Mexico by Cortes, that
brilliant and heai:tless commander, of whose ambition, avarice,
treachery, and cruelty, says an old chronicler of the time,*
'' God will have kept a better account than we have.'' Sometimes feared, sometimes hated, and always distrusted in his lifetime, and by his own countrymen, more than one Spanish
officer was sent out while he still remained in Mexico, to watch
his career and check his unbridled extravagance. · Of these,
was one Nunez de Guzman, a rival and an enemy of Cortes,
who governed the northern portion of Mexico, and who burned
to excel the dethroned captain in the brilliancy of his discoveries and the magnitude of his conquests. '' The life of the
Spanish discoverers,'' says Prescott, '' was one long day-dream.
Illusion after illusion chased one another like the bubbles
which the child throws off from liis pipe, as bright as beautiful,
and as empty. They lived in a world of enchantment.''
Among the slaves of this governor was a Texas Indian, who
*Las Casas.

The Dz'scovery of Nebraska.

11

had, perhaps, cunning enough to perceive that his own success
lay in ministering to his master's ambition, and ingenuity
enough to concoct a tale, partly true, doubtless, which should
excite his curiosity and inflame his lust for gold. Be that as it
may, he came to his master one day with this strange and startling revelation. His father, he said, had been a merchant, and
traded far to the north, carrying with him for barter the rich
plumage of tropic birds, and receiving in exchange vast quantities of gold and silver. When a youth, he added, he had
sometimes accompanied his father on these excursions, and
they had visited seven cities, which might compare in wealth,
population, and magnificence with the City of Mexico itself;
that whole streets blazed with the shops of gold and silver
smiths, and that those metals were so common as to be held
in slight esteem; that rare and precious stones abounded, and
that the inhabitants were gorgeously attired in rich stuffs and
lived in all the ease and luxury that wealth could bestow.
Whether this Texan (the first of whom we have any record)
had really a recollection of cities which seemed to his inexperienced childhood as magnificent and grand as the dreams of
the avaricious Spaniard; whether he sought to ingratiate himself with his taskmasters by stories which he knew they would
seriously incline to hear, or whether thus early in the history
of the country he had acquired the prevailing Western habit of
exaggeration, particularly where gold and silver mines are the
subject of ~iscourse, we can only guess; but the sequel will show
that his gorgeous palaces and brilliant workshops were but the
fictitious creations of a lively imagination, or the dim remembrance of an old tradition.
This was the origin of the story of the mysterious "seven
cities of Cibola," which, with their vague and visionary splen-
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dor, excited the curiosity and inflamed the avarice of the Spanish conquerors for so many years. Efforts were made to reach
them, but the mountain ranges and the desert plains guarded
their secret faithfully, and the cities for nearly a decade
remained known only through the romantic exaggerations of
the Texas serf.
But Spanish interest in this fabulous region was revived by
a story of hardship and toil which has rarely been equaled in
the history of adventure. In the year 1536, four wayfarers,
half naked, worn with toil, spent with hunger, thirst, heat,
cold, shipwrecks, storms, battles, and disease, reached the city
of Mexico from the sierras and sandy plains of the North.
They were a Spaniard named Cabeza de Vaca and his three
companions, one of them a Moor, called Estevanico or Stephen.
Eight years before, they had landed with some four hundred
companions on the peninsula of Florida for the purpose of exploring that unknown country. Hostile tribes, starvation, and
toil had done their work so thoroughly that of the four hundred only this perishing sample remained. They had traversed
the whole continent, had been the first of civilized beings to
gaze upon "a great river coming from the north," which was
afterwards to be called the Mississippi, had penetrated the
northwest through parts of Kansas and Colorado, and thence
turning southwardly had made their way through New Mexico
and Arizona to friends and countrymen.
They too had marvelous tales of opulence and pomp to tell.
During their wanderings west of the Mississippi they had
heard of rich and populous cities, with lofty dwellings, and
shops glittering with gold and silver and precious stones, of a .
people living in affluence, partially civilized, acquainted with
the arts, and inhabiting a fertile and beautiful country.
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Straightway a small force under the leadership of Marcos de
Niza, a Franciscan monk, and guided by Stephen the Moor,
was sent out to discover and report upon these mysterious cities
and pave the way for Spanish colonization. Friar Marcos, the
commander, was of a credulous and yielding disposition, and
he allowed the Moor to push forward ahead of the main body,
so that he reached the seven cities while the friar was hardly
half way there. Stephen had forgotten the hardships and
trials of his eight years of wandering, and the favors heaped
upon him by the people whom he was now coming to despoil.
But he remembered well their gentleness and their treasures.
Presuming upon the former, he robbed them of the latter with
an unsparing hand. The mild and pacific natives bore these
indignities with a patience and forbearance well calculated to
excite the scorn of a Christian people; but when the libidinous
Moor, swollen with pride and power and success, attempted to
lay his unhallowed hands upon their wives and daughters, they
found it more difficult to excuse his irregularities. So they
killed him and sent his companions back upon the road they
had come. These, flying from the scene of their atrocities, met
Marcos de Niza about two hundred miles away, and communicated to him their doleful story. The holy father 4eclares that,
notwithstanding the consternation their tale produced, he pursued his course, and approached so near the seven cities that
from an eminence hard by he could look down upon their lofty
roofs shining in the sun, and see the evidences of wealth upon
every hand. But the private soldiers of the expedition strongly
intimated that the fate of Stephen the Moor so far cooled his
courage and moderated his ambition that he forthwith made
his way with considerable precipitation back to the place whence
he had started. All agreed, however, that the seven cities of
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Cibofa did, in truth, exist, and that the tales told of their richness and grandeur were so far from being mere :figments of the
imagination that they fell short of the reality. Of course,
another and more powerful expedition was decided upon. For
its command the viceroy of Mexico nominated Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, who had succeeded Nunez de Guzman in
the government of the northern pr.wince.
Coronado was a Spanish cavalier, born in the city of Salamanca, where he had received a good education, and had
improved the advantages which wealth and gentle birth naturally confer. Intrepid, ambitious, of pleasing and ingratiating
manners, skilled in all manly and martial exercises, he would
have come down to us as a model of the brave, ad, enturons,
avaricious, and cruel commanders of his age, but for a superstitious belief in evil omens and unlucky signs, which sometimes
prevented him from seizing ho1d of success even when it was
fairly within his grasp.
In his youthful days Coronado had made the acquaintance of
an Arabian sage, who, after long study and travel in the East,
where he had collected the knowledge and experience of ages,
had taken up his abode in the classic and congenial city of
Salamanca. This spare and wrinkled devotee of science possessed great skill in the kindred pursuits of astrology and necromancy, to which he added the marvellous gift of divination.
To him the young Spaniard applied with a request that the
mystery of his future life might be revealed to him.
After consulting his sacred parchments, and communing with
the supernatural beings who had deigned to .impart to him their
wisdom, the astrologer at an appointed time received Coronado
in his retreat, fragrant with incense and covered with mathematical diagrams and cabalistic characters. The stars, in their
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courses, he said, and the mystic intelligences, who reveal
future events to mortals, had foretold that the fiery young student should one day become the omnipotent lord of a great and
distant country; but the portents thenceforward were gloomy
and sinister-a fall from a horse would imperil his life. We
shall see in the sequel what effect this prediction had upon
the early settlement of our State.
Coming to Mexico while still in the vigorous strength of
early manhood, our hero was fortunate enough to win the affections of a daughter of one of the Spanish dignitaries who had
been sent out to take part in the government of that province.
Estrada had been the royal treasurer and in charg~ of the
finances. For a time even, while the charges against Cortes
were a subject of investigation, the reins of government had
devolved upon him. He appears to have been a man of small
mind, but arrogant and dictatorial, as small minds are apt to
be; and not averse to using his office as a source of wealth, as
small minds have done before and since his time. This pompous old grandee had, like Polonious and Jephthah'' One fair daughter, and no more,
The which he loved passing well."

We catch but a glimpse, here and there, through these dry
and musty old chronicles, of the sweet face of Beatrix d'Estrada, but we see enough of her to know that she was beautiful and accomplished, graceful in person, refined in mind, and
as different from her father as Jessica from Shylock. And so,
when she and Coronado met, we behold again the picture which
belongs to no age or time" Old and yet ever new, and simple and beautiful always;
Love, immortal and young in the endless succession of lovers."
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Marriage did not cool the ardor of the ambitious young warnor. He remained passionately fond of his handsome wife
during the whole of his stirring and adventurous career; and
her wealth and station served to elevate him above the position
in which his own good qualities would have placed him.
Early in the spring of 1540 the expedition of Coronado, composed of three hundred Spaniards and some eight hundred
natives, set forth from their rendezvous wit_h bright anticipations
and sanguine hopes. These were somewhat dimmed and dampened by the hardships of the way, for the country was rough,
mountainous, and desert; and now and then, notwithstanding
the marvels of the seven cities which they expected to see at
the end of their route, distrust and homesickness overmastered
their curiosity. Once a · soldier, rushing in to Coronado, in a
well-counterfeited agony of apprehension and terror, declared
that while he was bathing in a mountain stream the devil, in
his proper shape (for in those days they had not lost belief in a
personal devil), had tempted him, saying, '' Kill your general,
and you shall marry Donna Beatrix, his beautiful wife, and I
will endow you with boundless wealth.'' This was touching
the general in two tender points, his superstition and his uxoriousness; so, to prevent the fulfillment of the devil's desire, he
ordered that the honest and sorely tempted soldier should remain
at Culiacan, which was the precise object for which the cunning rogue had invented the story.
But when, at last, after a tedious and toilsome march, the longexpected seven cities of Cibola were reached, the whole army,
as the old chronicler tells us, broke out into maledictions against
Friar Marcos de Niza, who had so deceived them. "God
grant," he charitably adds, "that he may feel none of them."
His highly colored tales had all proved false. There were
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farms in Mexico better than Cioola; the seven cities were seven
hamlets, the houses were small, gold was not found, the minerals were of but little value, and, in short, the puissant realms
and populous cities which he had promised, the metals, the
gems, and the rich stuffs of which he had boasted in all his discourses, had faded like an insubstantial pageant into thin air.
But the fitting out of the expedition had cost too much
money, and its starting had been heralded with too much boasting to allow it to come thus speedily to an ignoble end. Were
there not other cities, Coronado began to inquire, which it
would be profitable to visit. The natives, always ready to lend
to the Spaniards a helping hand out of their country, were not
slow to answer this question in the affirmative. Two hundred
and fifty miles to the eastward, they said, was a rich, peaceful,
and populous province, where their desires for wealth and their
ambition for power might be gratified to the fullest extent.
Thither Coronado led his little army, reaching a point which
even to this day is readily identified by its natural characteristics and by its ruined cities and villages with the country
which is now the eastern portion of the Territory of New Mexico, watered by the Rio Grande and the Pecos, and not far south
of the city of Santa Fe.
The welcome which the gentle and kindly natives of this
region gave to their invaders was so cordial and sincere that it
seems, sometimes, to weak and sentimental humanitarians of
the present day, almost unfair and ungenerous for the Spaniards
to plunder and kill them afterwards. But those old warriors
were made of stern and unrelenting stuff. They were met by
the inhabitants of the peaceful villages with warm demonstrations of friendship, great store of victuals, large quantities of
stuffs, and the blue turquoise of the country; they were serenaded
S. Mis.14-2
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with the quaint music ot thei drums and flutes. '' Sometimes,'' says one of the historians of the march, '' they sought
to touch my gam1ents and called me Hayota, which, in their
language, signi:fieth a man come from heaven.''
As a recompense for these hospitable attentions, the Spaniards,
who had been instructed by the viceroy of Mexico to '' let these
people understand that there was a God in heaven and an
emperor on earth,'' first imprisoned several of their chief men on
some frivolous pretext, and then by way of diversion burned
one of their villages. These things, says the chronicler, caused
some dissatisfaction, which was not diminished by a requisition of the general for cloth enough to furnish new suits for
his entire army. Winter was just coming on, and the poor
natives begged for a little time to comply with this demand,
so that it might not bear too severely upon them, but th0y were
pressed so hard that they were forced to give up their own
scanty garments to complete the desired tale. If the soldiers
who accompanied the collectors were not content with the
clothing supplied to them, and saw an Indian who had something better, they forced an immediate exchange, without
troubling themselves about the rank or. condition of those
whom they despoiled. Such conduct, it is gravely added,
irritated the natives exceedingly.
But they bore these wrongs and indignities with submission,
if not in silence, till the last and crowning insult was added to
them. This ignorant and barbarous people had among their
peculiarities a strong and exclusive love for their wives; and so
jealous were they, after their experience with the dissolute
Moor, of the rude eyes of the Spanish soldiery, that they carefully concealed their females, immuring them in such strict
seclusion that Coronado complained, after a long residence at
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Cibola, that of their females he had only been able to see two
gray and withered old women. It chanced one day ·that an
officer, whose name even the soldier who tells the story is
ashamed to hand down to its deserved infamy, saw peeping
from an upper window the bright and curious eyes of a comely
woman. Dismounting from his horse, he strode into the apartment, from which outcries and shrieks of agony were presently
heard. The wronged husband and chiefs of the village waited
upon Coronado, and with humbleness and in sadness presented
their ~omplaint. The troops and retainers of the camp were
paraded, but the simple-minded Indian failed to recognize the
assailant; probably, it is hinted, because he had changed his
garments. The animal he rode, however, was pointed out and
positively identified, but its owner being called upon, boldly
denied the charge. ''Perhaps,'' we are told, '' the Indian was
mistaken, but at any rate he was obliged to return without
having obtained justice.''
The next morning the natives of the village were in arms
and rebellion. Barricading their houses wi h logs, and secure
behind their battlements of stone the cowardly rascals kept
their foes at bay with flights of arrows for two days; and it was
not until the Spaniards had managed to dig under the walls
and set fire to the town that they were obliged to surrender.
Even then, smoked as they were, they would not submit until
the Spanish officers had promised them quarter, whereupon
they laid down their weapons. Being secured and guarded, it
was concluded, notwithstanding their surrender, to burn them
alive by way of setting an example to other refractory villages.
But when the prisoners saw the preparations for their burning,
they seized the billets of wood collected for the ante-mortem
cremation and made so stout a defense with them that it
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became necessary for the Spanish cavalry to ride in among them
sword in hand. As the slaughter took place in an open, level
plain, not many of the natives escaped; but the few who were
fortunate enough to do so did great injury to the Spaniards by
reporting that they disregarded the usages of warfare and violated truces.
As the winter was an uncommonly severe one, snow falling
to a great depth, and ic~ sealing up the rivers, the Spaniards
expressed a willingness to overlook all that had passed, and to
grant a full pardon and safe conduct to all who would come in
and submit to the invaders; but the Indians responded that it
would be useless to make treaties with people who did not keep
faith, and unwise to surrender to an enemy which burned its
prisoners of war. So siege was laid to another village. Here,
however, the inhabitants were better prepared for defense, and
for fifty days stubbornly resisted the most daring and gallant
attacks. But, deprived of water, they suffered untold and terrible agonies. The falls of snow within their courtyards were
soon exhausted. They tried to dig a well, but its sides caved
in and buried the workmen. So, with a forlorn courage which,
if they were not copper colored, might excite our sympathy,
they built a great fire, into which they cast their mantles,
feathers, turquoises, and all their little stores of finery, that the
strangers might not possess them; made a desperate sortie with
their women and children in the midst; and not one escaped
the edge of the sword, the hoofs of the horses, or the cold waves
of the Rio Grande. Most .o f them the Spaniards mercifully
slew; the wounded were spared to become slaves.
Thus this simple, loving, virtuous people, who had greeted
Coronado with the perfume of flowers and the soft music of
their flutes, came to understand that there was a God in heaven
and an emperor on earth.
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Not unfrequently has it happened in the history of the world
that when the need of a nation is the sorest a savior rises up
among them; and thus it was with the unhappy and oppressed
natives of these valleys. One of their number, willing to sacrifice his life for the salvation of the rest, suddenly appeared
before Coronado with much mystery in his movements and a
pretended hostility to the natives. His description of rich countries and large cities, remote from the secluded valley of the
Pec~s, surpassed all previous revelations. He came, he said,
from a land far to the northeast, where there was a river seven
miles in width. Within its depths were fish as large as horses.
Upon its broad bosom floated canoes which carried twenty
oarsmen on each side, and huge vessels with sails, which bore
upon their prow a golden eagle, and on the poop a sumptuous
dais, whereupon their lords were wont to seat themselves
beneath a canopy of cloth of gold. That every day the monarch
of this favored region, named Tatarrax, long-bearded, grayhaired, and rich, took his noonday sleep in a garden of roses,
under a huge spreading tree, to the branches of which were
suspended innumerable golden bells, which sounded in exquisite harmony when shaken by the wind; that this king prayed
by means of a string of beads, and worshiped a cross of gold
and the image of a woman, the queen of heaven; that throughout the land the commonest utensils were of wrought silver,
and the bowls, plates, and porringers of beaten gold. This land
of plenty, he said, was the great kingdom of Quiv~ra, and
thither he waited to conduct his white friends whenever the:y
should be pleased to accompany him. He talked with so much
assurance and sustained their rude tests of cross-examination
so well, that Coronado's oft-shaken faith was again established.'
It is true there were not wanting suspicions of the integrity of
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this new-found friend. It was evident that he had s,ome secret
communication with the natives,. One ~oldier, to whom ablution was probably a forgotten lux:ury, declared that he had seen
him with his face in a washbasin full of water, talking with the
devil. Still his disclosure» were $0 s,pecific, and their truth
so desirable, that it was d~termined (all ne~essary precautions
haying been taken that he should not escape) to trµ$t to his
guidance.
· SoJ on the 5th day of May, in the y~a:r +54I, Coronado and
his army quitted the valleys they had pacified and christianized
so thoroughly, crossed the Pecos River and $O0n entered upon
the treeless and pathless prairks of what is now the Indian
Territory and the State of Kansas. Through mighty plains
and sandy heaths, smooth a.n d wearisome and ~are of wood, so
that they made great heaps of b1.+ffalo dung to guide them on
their return, and in spite of all their precautio:1;1s w~,;e ~onstantly
losing stragglers from the camp, they made their way for eight
hundred miles northeastwarqly to the banks of a c.onsiderable
river, which could have been no other than the Arkansas.
Each one, says Castaneda, a credulous, honest, sincere, and
pious private soldier, who has, with others, told us the $tory of
this march, was charged to measure the daily pros-ress made by
counting his steps. The picture which we can fancy to ourselves of this dusty band plodding its way through the long
summer days over the Kansas prai:ries, grim, silent, and arithmetical, has something in it of the luqicrous as well as the
pathetic. Still, our adventurers were e.nabled to enliven their
dreary computations byan occasional indulgence in theirfavorite
pastime of robbery. Once, finding a village with an enormous
quantity of skins, they cleaned it so completely that in a quarter of an hour there was not one to be found. The Indians,
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we are told, tried in vain to save them, and the women and
children wept, for they had believed that the Spani~rds would
not take their skins, and that they would be content with blessing them as Cabeza de Vaca and his companions had done when
they had passed that way.
The suspicions, which had from th~ first attached to their
guide, had been spreading and increasing in intensity. It was
noticed that when they met with the wandering nomads of the
plains, if the Turk, as they called him,* was the first to converse with them, they confirmed all his stories, and pointed to
the eastward as the true course; while, if communication was
prevented, the tribes knew nothing of the riches a.n d splendor
of the land of Quivera, and insisted that that country lay to the
north and not to the east.
Coronado, therefore, seeing that the Turk had deceived him,
that provisions began to fail, and that, e4cept the meat of the
buffalo, there was no prospect of obtaining more in the country
round about, convoked his captains and lieutenants in a council of war, to determine upon their future course. It was there
decided that the general, with thirty of his bravest and best
mounted men and six foot soldiers, should proceed northward
in search of Quivera, while the main army should return to the
vicinity of the Pecos River. The soldiers protested with many
supplications against this separation, but Coronado was inflexible, and he started north with guides which he had taken from
the roving Indians of the plains, and the unhappy Turk
securely bound; while the army, after slaught~ring great numbers of the buffalo for their sustenance, set out upon their
homeward route.
* From a fancied

resemblance to the people of that nation, some say, though

it seems more probable that it was a name given to bin: after the di~coveryof his
faithlessness.
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Northward then, from the Arkansas Rive~, for many weary
and anxious hours, the little band which accompanied the
adventurous general pursued its way over the Kansas plains.
July had come, the days were long and hot, and the sultry
nights crept over the primeval prairie, seeming to rise like a
shadowy and threatening specter out of the grass. But stout
hearts and good horses brought them at last to the southern
boundary of Nebraska. And here along the Platte River they
found the long-sought kingdom of Quivera; here was Tatarrax, the hoary headed old ruler of the land. But, alas for the
vanity of human expectations, the only precious metal they
saw was a copper plate hanging to the old chief's breast, by
which he set great store; there were no musical bells, no gilded
eagle, no silver dishes, no rosary, no image of the Virgin, no
cross, no crown. In the midst of his disappointment, Coronado
took a melancholy pleasure in hanging the Turk who had so
egregiously misguided him; and that barbaric Curtius, after
boldly avowing that he.knew of no gold, that he had brought
the invaders into the wilderness to perish with hunger and
hardship, and that he had done this to rid the peaceful dwellers of the Rio Grande and Pecos valleys of their hated presence, met his fate with a stoicism which the Spaniards called
despair and remorse.
Here, then, upon the southern boundary of this State, at a
point not yet easily ascertainable, but doubtless between Gage
County on the east and Furnas on the west, Coronado set foot
upon the soil of Nebraska, and here, busied with observations
and explorations, he remained for twenty-five days.
I have already adverted to the fact that this location of the
northern terminus of his march has not met with universal
acceptation. The arguments, however, in support of the
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theory seem to me unanswerable.* Let us briefly examme
them.
It is unimportant for the purpose of our investigation whether
we fix the site of the cities of Cibola at Zufii with Gen. Simpson, at Acoma with Emory and Abert, or on the Chaco with
Mr. Morgan. The last place visited by Coronado, before he
emerged from the mountains to the plains, was Cicuye, which
is described as a well-fortified village,. with houses of four stories,
in a narrow valley between pine-clad mountains and near a
stream well stocked with fish. These features point so unmistakably to what is now known as old Pecos, on the river of the
same name, that no one can visit those desolate and melancholy
ruins and remain unconvinced. The four stories may even now
be distinguished by the careful observer; the place is still admirably fortified both by nature and art against any assault not
aided by artillery; it is apparently completely hemmed in by
mountains, and among the stone hatchets, hammers, arrowheads, and bits of turquoise, which the curious may still find
there, are not unfrequently to be seen the grooved stones which
the Indians used as sinkers for their fishing nets. Some, however, have founded an objection upon the statement of Castaneda that, after leaving that place, the army did not reach the
Cicuye River which flowed near Cicuye and took its name from
that place, until the fourth day; and Gen. Simpson, though he
thinks that no other place than Pecos '' in so many respects
suits the conditions of the problem," is inclined to get over the
difficulty by supposing that the river referred to was the Gal* The view I have taken

of Coronado's march was suggested by Mr. Gallatin,

and has been supported by Gen. Simpson.

See the latter's excellent paper on

this subject in the Smithsonian Report for 1869.

I thtnk, however, that ·the gen-

era! has placed the northernmost point reached much too far to"the eastward.

26

The Discovery o.f Nebraska.

linas, which it might require four days to reach. With the
utmost deference, however, to the opinion of so learned and
skillful an explorer, I venture to suggest that it is unnecessary
to suppose that four days were occupied in the march to the
crossing. Supposing Coronado to have left Pecos near the close
of the first day (by no means an unusu.al time for the commencement of a long expedition) and to have reached the crossing on
the morning of the fourth, then but little more than two days
would have been occupied on the way. Now,, although the
Pecos River flows very near the Pecos village, it is, in fact, rtot
visible from that place, and by the old Santa Fe trail it is
twenty-two miles to the ford 8;t San Miguel. The railroad
crosses five or six miles below the trail, and there is still another
crossing some ten miles beyond at Anton Chko. Inasmuch as
to reach the nearest of these points, through the difficult country
about Pecos, might 'well have consumed two days, it seems to
me that the paragraph in question confirms insteG:Ld of opposing
his views. It must not be forgotten, moreover, that as the evident object of the Turk was to lead the troops as far to the eastward as possible, he vyould, if practicable, take them to some
lower point than San Miguel on the Santa Fe trail. There
seem, therefore, to be conclusive grounds for believing that
Cicuye and Pecos are identical.
From Cicuye the main ·body marched about seven hundred
miles northeastwardly to a considerable river. As all the narratives of the expedition concu~ in bearing testimony to this
fact, there is no escape from it except by the exercise of an
unreasoning disbelief. After making all possible allowances
for deviations from a direct line and the shortened steps of tired
soldiers, it i impossible to believe that this stream could have
been anything sou th of the Arkansas. The distance by the
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Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway from :.P@cos to Newton,
Kans., is five hundred and ninety-three miles. By the Santa
Fe trail it is probably about the sawe. That the rnain body
of the army n~ached a spot as far north as that can not certainly be a violent pr.esumption.
From the point where he left his army, Coronado must have
proceeded in a direction. west of nqrth. '' They, had diverged
too much towards Florida,'' says Castaneda. The time occupied in the march by the detachme11t is unce~tain;_ Castaneda
gives it as forty-eight days, while Coron_ado say$ in one place
that it was forty, and in another forty-two days. Taking the
lowest of these numbers, ap.d conceding that it includes also the
twenty-five days spent by the gep.eral i1+ exploring Quivera, and
there was ample time tQ reach, the Pl~tte or Republican River.
Butagain, we have the positive declaration of Cornnado that
he gained the southern boundary of this State.. '' I have
reached,'.' says he in his report to the viceroy, Don Antonio de
Mendoza, '' the fortieth parallel of latitude.'' It is a fair rule
for historical investigators to take as absolutely true the ~tatemep.ts of eyewitnesses of a transaction, unless there should be
something contradicting in their te.stimony or jmpeachiug their
veracity. In this instance· not only is there nothing affecting
the credibility of Coronado's assertion, but, on the contrary, it
is sustained by numerous corroborating drcumsta11ce.s. Among
the latter are the descriptions of the soil, the :flora a.n d fa,una of
the land of Quivera, which might now serve for a report of the
resources of N ~braska.
"The inhabitants," says Coronado in his dispatch already
alluded to, "are good hunters, cultivate corn, and exhibit a
friendly disposition. ·They saiq. that two inonths would not
suffice to visit them entirely. In the. whole e~t~nt of the pr(?v-
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ince I have seen but twenty-five villages, and these are built
of straw. The natives have recognized your majesty, and are
submissive to the puissance of their veritable lord. The men
are large and the women well formed. The soil is the best
which it is possible to see for al 1 kinds of Spanish fruits. Besides
being strong and black, it is very well watered by creeks, fountains, and rivers. Here I found plums, such as I have seen in
Spain, walnuts, and excellent ripe grapes.''
Jaramillo, one of his lieutenants, writing some years after
the expedition, says of it: "The country has a fine appearance, such as I have not seen excelled in France, Spain, Italy,
or in any of the countries which I have visited in the service
of his majesty. It is not a country of mountains, there being
but hillocks and plains, with streams of excellent water. It
afforded me entire satisfaction. I judge that it must be quite
fertile and well suited to the cultivation of all sorts of fruits.
For a grazing country experience proves that it is admirably
adapted, when we consider that herds of bisons and other wild
animals, vast as the imagination can conceive, find sustenance
there. I noticed a kind of plum of excellent flavor, something
like those of Spain, the stems and blue flowers of a sort of wild
flax, sumach along the margins of the streams, like the sumach
of Spain, and palatable wild grapes.''
Castaneda enumerates among the fruits plums, grapes, walnuts, a kind of false wheat, pennyroyal, wild marjoram, and
flax.
Gomara, another chronicler, says: '' Quivera is on the fortieth parallel of latitude. It is a temperate country, and hath
very good waters and much grass, plums, mulberries, nuts,
melons, and grapes, which ripen very well. There is no cotton and they apparel themselves with bison hides and deerskins.''

The Discovery of Nebraska.

29

It is interesting to compare with these dry catalogues some
extracts from Prof. Aughey's recently printed "Sketches of the
Physical Geography and Geology of Nebraska.'' He says:
"There are three type species of plums in the State, namely,
Prunus Americana, P. chz'casa, and P. pumila. Of these there
is an almost endless number of varieties, the plums being common in almost every county, especially along the water courses,
and bordering the belts of tim her. These pl um groves m
springtime present a vast sea of flowers, whose fragrance is
wafted for miles, and whose beauty attracts every eye.
'' Two species of grapes, with a great number of hybrids and
varieties, abound in Nebraska. It is hard to realize, without
seeing it, with what luxuriance the vine grows in this State.
Some of the timber belts are almost impassible from the number and length of the vines which form a network from tree to
tree. Straggling vines ~re sometimes found far out on the
prairie, where, deprived of any other support, they creep along
the ground and over weeds and grass.
"Along the bluffs of the Missouri and some of its tributaries
the red mulberry (Morus rubra) abounds. Sometimes it reaches
the dimensions of a small tree.
'' Though nuts are not always classed with fruits, it seems
proper in this place to mention the few that abound in Nebraska.
First in the list is the nut of the noble black walnut (Juglans
nzgra). ,
''Nebraska is remarkable, among other things, for its wild
grasses. They constitute everywhere the covering of the prairies. Even where old breaking is left untilled the grasses vie
with the weeds for possession, and often in a few years are victorious. Every close observer, passing through the State in
summer, must notice the great number of species and their
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vigorous growth. I have in my collection one hundred and
forty-nine species of grasses that are native to the State.
'' The smooth sumach (Rhus glabra) is common in Nebraska,
and the dwarf sumach (R. Copallina) and the fragrant sumach
(R. aromatica) are sometimes found."
Coincidences so remarkabl~ as these certainly strongly support, if they do not firmly establish, the theory for which I
contend.
Upon this march, for the first time, civilized eyes looked upon
those two familiar denizens of the plains, the prairie dog and
the buffalo. The description of the latter is graphic and quaint.
'' These oxen are of the bigness and color of our bulls, but
their horns are not so great. They have a great bunch upon
their foreshoulders, and more hair on their fore part than on
their hinder part, and it is like wool. They have, as it were, a
horse mane upon their backbone, and much hair and very long
from their knees downward. They have great tufts of hair
hanging down from their foreheads, and it seemeth that they
have beards because of the great store of hair hanging down at
their chins and throats. The males have very long tails, and a
great knob or flock at the end, so that in some respects they
resemble the lion, and in some other the camel. They push
with their horns, they run, they overtake and kill a horse when
they are in their rage and anger. Finally, it is a foul and fierce
beast of countenance and form of body. · '!'he horses fled from
them, either because of their deformed shape or else because
they had never seen them. Their masters have no other riches
nor substance; of them they eat, they drink, they apparel, they
shoe themselves; and of their hides they make many things, as
houses, shoes, apparel, and ropes; of their bones they make bodkins, of their sinews and hair, thread; of their horns, maws, and
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bladders, vessels; of their dung, fire, and of their calves' skins
budgets, wherein they draw and keep water. To be short,
they make so many things of them as they have need of, or as
many as suffice them in the use of this life."
Here, too, is a description, the accuracy of which some of us
may perhaps recognize. "One evening there came up a terrible storm of wind and of hail, which left in the camp hailstones
as large as porringers and even larger. They fell thick as raindrops, and in some spots the ground. was covered with them to
the depth of eight or ten inches. The storm caused, says one,
many tears, weakness, and vows. The horses broke their reins,
some were even blown down the banks of the ravine, the tents
were torn, and every dish in camp broken.'' The last was a
great loss, for from the natives they could steal nothing, not
even calabashes, the inhabitants living on half-cooked or raw
meat which needed no plates.
Our explorers heard of other countries and tribes further on,
and especially of a great river to the eastward of them, which
they conjectured must be the river of the Holy Ghost, which
De Soto discovered, and which was undoubtedly the Missouri; but they had despaired of finding gold, and so, in
August, Coronado, reaching, as I think, the Platte River,
caused a cross to be erected, upon whose base was carved the
inscription, '' Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, general of an
expedition, reached this place.'' Thereupon he set his fa~e
southward, rejoined his army, and went in_to winter quarters
with the timid and submissive people who had learned from
his sharp sword the doctrines of Christianity. He purposed,
or at least he pretended that he purposed, to return in the
spring and renew his explorations in Quivera; ''but," says
the pious soldier Castaneda, '' that was not to take place. God
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has reserved these explorations for others. To us he gives only
the right to boast that we were the first to make the discovery.
His will be done.'' When the spring opened, Coronado had a
fall from his horse which caused severe injuries, and, recalling
the predictions of the astrologer of Salamanca, his superstitious
fears were so wrought upon that his only desire was to breathe
his last in the arms of his beloved wife. But the soldiers, who
hated to return and longed to settle on the fertile prairies of
Quivera, loudly complained that his sickness was in great part
counterfeited, and that it was in truth only the fair wife that
drew him homeward from his duty. Fifty years afterward,
Bacon, perhaps with Coronado's failure in his mind, wrote:
'' He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune ;
for they are impediments to great enterprises whether of virtue
or of mischief.'' But whatever the cause, Coronado returned
to Mexico, was ill received by the viceroy, who had spent more
than half a million of dollars on the expedition,* lost his reputation and his government, and so, with Donna Beatrix, his
beautiful wife, passes out of our sight forever.
One of the discoverers of Quivera, however, lingers within
our gaze for a short time longer. A Franciscan friar, John of
Padilla, burned to teach these natives the doctrines of Christ in
a more humane fashion than they had hitherto been inculcated;
and earnest in his desire to save souls, announced his intention
of returning to Quivera as a missionary. He had all the sincere faith, the dauntless courage, and the lively enthusiasm of
his class; and he would have echoed the pious sentiments
of one of his brethren in the New World, whose devout
aspirations, after a concealment of more than two hundred
years, have just been brought to light. "America," says the
* Three-score thousand pesos of gold, says Gomara.
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good father,* "is a school where one learns perfectly to seek
nothing but God, to desire nothing but ·God, to have his whole
thoughts upon God, and to rely only upon the paternal providence of God. To live among the missions of the New World
is to live in the bosom of the Almighty, and to breathe only
the air of his divine conduct. How fragrant this atmosphere.
How fine the holy horrors of these forests. What lights in the
thick darkness of this barbarism. The joy of having baptized
.one savage, who, dying soon after, may go straight to heaven,
surpasses all which one can imagine of joy in this world. He
who has once tasted the sweetness of Jesus Christ prefers it to
all the empires of the earth. America is not without its sufferings. One is sometimes tortured by so many pain·s, wasted by
such rude labors, environed by so great perils, and so abandoned by human aid, that he finds but God alone. But to lose
all to find God is a profitable loss, a holy usury. One never
encounters the cross, the clouds, and the thorns but he finds
Jesus in the midst of them.''
Actuated by pious considerations like these, Padilla, with a
few followers, returned to Nebraska, taking with him horses,
mules, sheep, fowls, and the necessary dresses and ornaments
for the celebration of the mass. He was not long in finding
the reward he sought. Either to possess themselves of his
humble chattels, or because they resented his determination to
preach to a tribe with which they were at war, the natives soon
bestowed upon ~im the crown of martyrdom; his companions
betook themselves to more civilized regions, and the darkness
of barbarism again, for more than two hundred years, settled
down over the land of Quivera.
Near the margin of the Pecos River, in a little crevice be* Pere Claude Allouez.
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tween the rocks, and among bones gnawed by the wolves, there
were found, some te~ or twelve years since, the helmet, gorget,
and breastplate of a Spanish soldier. Straying, perhaps, from
his companions, perhaps wounded in a skinpish, perhaps sick
and forsaken, he had crawled to this rude refuge; and far from
the fragrant gardens of Seville and the gay vineyards of Malaga,
had died alone. The camp fires of Quivera were consumed
more than three centuries ago; the bones of the profane Moor
and the self-devoted Turk have bleached in the sunshine and
decayed; the seven cities of Cibola have vanished; the cross of .
Coronado has mouldered into dust, and these rusted relics are
all that remain of that march through the desert and the discovery of Nebraska.
NoTE.-The student of Spanish conquests in America will, of course, understand that the suggestion that this armor belonged to a soldier of Coronado's
expedition is merely fancifui'.

It is, however, by no means an impossible sur-

mise; though it must be admitted that defensive armor was used in America,
against the rude missiles of the natives, long after the use of gunpowder had
banished it from European warfare.
Since the delivery of this lecture an antique stirrup, of the exact shape and
character of those used for centuries by Moorish horsemen, has been found near
the Republican, at a spot about seven miles north of Riverton, in Franklin
County.

It was buried so deep in the ground as to preclude the idea that it had

been covered by natural causes, and its presence there may afford a curious subject of conjecture.
It is worthy of note, also, that the engineers of the new branch of the Union
Pacific Railway, now building northward along one of the forks of the Loup,
report numerous ancient mounds along their route, and many evidences of once
populous cities.

Specimens of the ancient pottery, with 'the shards of which

th e ground is thickly strewn, are almost identical with those still to be found at
Pecos and other cities in New Mexico.

This fact is peculiarly interesting in

view of one of the statements of the Turk, just before his execution, to the
exasperated Spaniards, that the cities to which he was conducting them "were
stil1 beyond."

THE EXPEDITION OF PENALOSA.

A VISIT TO NEBRASKA IN 1662.

When, a few years since, a paper was read before this society,
containing some reasonable grounds for belief in the theory that
Coronado, in his expedition to the mysterious kingdom of
Quivira, reached the territory now embraced within the State
of Nebraska, there was little foundation for an argument that
the gallant and uxorious knight marched any considerable dis- '
tance beyond its southern boundary. The relation of his patient
and painstaking follower, Castaneda, and his own report left
him at the fortieth parallel of latitude, now the dividing line
between· the States of Kansas and Nebraska, and the only
reason for supposing him to have prolonged his journey farther
to the north was the difficulty of believing that so adventurous
a soldier would have turned back until he was stopped by some
natural obstacle at least as formidable as the Platte or the
Republican River. From the sources of information then at
hand, therefore, the author of that essay, while suggesting that
he may have reached· the Platte, was inclined to place Quivira
south of that stream and somewhere between Gage County, in
this State, ~n the east and Furnas on the west.
35
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The recent publication by Mr. John Gilmary Shea, of a
manuscript* found in Madrid by the late Buckingham Smith,
enables us to supplement the conjectures which were made in
that communication, and perhaps to come a little nearer the
exact location of a kingdom which has eluded the search ·of
geographers for more than three centuries.
It is easy to understand that the daring Spanish cavaliers,
with their ardor for adventure and renown, and the holy friars,
no less brave, would not rest satisfied with the meager fruits of
Coronado's march. The Franciscan monk, John de Padilla,
as we have seen, t returned to puivira with a small party of
followers and materials wherewith to minister alike to the
physical and spiritual wants of the subjects of Tatarrax, the
king; but the natives, being in no mood to change their religion, speedily put him in the way of obtaining the martyr's
crown which he had traveled so far to seek.
Fifty-seven years after the journey of Coronado, in the year
1599, the Spaniard, Onate, made an effort to reach Quivira;
but the accounts of his expedition are so ambiguous and indistinct that the point to which he penetrated can not yet be very
definitely ascertained. We gather from them, however, that
he marched from Santa Fe, over prairies and by rivers of varying magnitude, some seven or eight hundred miles to a populous
Indian city extending for several leagues. Here the cowardice
of his followers constrained him to relinquish his undertaking
and return to Santa Fe. Of him and his expedition we can
only say that he may have reached Nebraska, as, if he traveled
his « two hundred leagues and a little further" in the right
direction, he certainly did. But the obscurity and indefiniteness of his report forbid us to say more than that it was sup-

* Penalosa's Expedition to

Quivira.
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posed at the time that he had advanced north of the fortieth
parallel.
The passionate ardor of the Catholic clergy in the cause ~o
which, with sublime enthusiasm, they had devoted alike their
fortunes and lives, would have supplied us with more geographic
material had the zealous fathers in their reports thought of or
cared for such mundane matters as dates, courses, or descriptions. Several pious pilgrimages were set on foot to reach the
heathen of this unknown region, but none of them has added
much to our stock of information. One of these journeys is
said to have ended some seven hundred miles from Santa Fe,
upon the banks of a large and rushing river, whose terrors
proved too much for their Indian guides, so that they were
forced to return without having Christianized any pagans.
Another party had a happier fortune. They reached a nation
north of Quivira, in the region now known as Dakota, and
converted the tribe so suddenly and effectually that the venerable priests could only attribute the result , to the direct and
miraculous interposition of Divine grace.
The expedition to which your attention is now invited is that
of Don Diego, count of Penalosa, which took place in the year
1662. The life of this knight was marked by all the glitter,
romantic enterprise, and vicissitude which so charmed the
Spanish soldiers of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.
Penalosa was not, however, himself a Spaniard, but a creole,
that is, a native of America of Spanish descent. Born at Lima
in the year 1624 of quite illustrious ancestry, if we are to believe
his own somewhat turgid story, he became, at the immature age
of fifteen, regidor of the city of La Paz; then alcade and judge
of the same; soon after a captain of cavalry, governor of a
Peruvian province, and finally, by a judicious outlay of money,·
1
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provincial alcade of the city of La Paz and of the five provinces
dependent thereon. Atthispointhisupwardcareer was checked
for a little time by a difficulty with the brother of the Peruvian
viceroy. This altercation, and the desire of seeing Spain, as
he naively remarks, induced him to leave Peru. Probably the
altercation, a~ he calls it, had more to dq with his expatriation
than any yearning after the country of his ancestors; for his
flight ended in Mexico, where fortune once more smiled on him
and turned her wheel. The viceroy of Mex.ico t9ok him into
distinguished favor, gave him high commands in his army,
made him governor of several provinces, ai+d bestowed upon
him other conspicuoU$ evidences of regarq. At last, grave
complaints being made to the viceroy p.gainst the governor of
New Mexico, the latter officer was recalled fro1,n his command,
and Penalosa· was selected to rule in his stead. Hi~ Gommission
as governor and captain-general of New Mexico was issued to
him in the year 1660, when he had arrived ~t the age of thirtysix years. It wa~ not, however, until the following year that he
proceeded, in a leisurely manner, to the scene of hi~ duties, halt,.
ing two months at Zacatecas on his way, and another month at
Parral in New Biscay for equipage and ·pr9visions. .
The position of a governor of New Mexico in those days,
though important and dignified, was not withQtit its difficulties.
While on the oue hand the command of the provin~e was largely
left to his discretion; while his distance, over a rugged and
dangerous road from the Mexican viceroy, gave him an apparent independence and freedom from controlment which the
adventurous always covet, on the other there was a dark and
portentous shadow which never failed to hang over his return.
The very remoteness and inaccessibility of his dominion, the
unexplored region which bordered it, the rumors of wealth
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and magnificence in larger cities to which Santa Fe was supposed to be the gateway, and the romantic :fictions which for
more than a century had inflamed the imagination of the covetous and domineering Spaniards, were constantly raising high
expectations of each new governor, which as const.a ntly were
disappointed. His very isolation not unfrequently enhanced
the precariousness of his position; for an enemy or rival could
spread in Mexico complaints and slanders and poison the minds
of superiors for a long time before any opportunity for refutation could be afforded. At the period of Pe1;+alosa' s accession
another element of danger existed in the Inqu,isition, whose
officers had penetrated New Mexico, and, willing to bear a
part in the temporal as well as spiritual control of that province, were not averse to occasional collisions with its haughty
and high-spirited rulers. From the last inconvenience we shall
presently see that the hero of this sketch was not ~hle to exempt
himsel£
For years, therefore, each new commander had sought to
signalize his administration by the accumulation of precious
metals and gems, the annexation of new territory, the c;onquest
of opulent cities, or, not least in order of importance, the discovery of the mythical land, shaded by stately trees, where
golden bells were jangled by summer breezes; traversed by
rivers where golden birds adorned the barges of royalty; the
land where the commonest utensils were of beaten silver, and
.the poorest ate from golden plates and drank from golden beakers. It was a glittering and gorgeous dre8:m from which, one
after another, the 1-uckless governors of New Mexico awoke to
disgrace or inglorious obscurity. The Quivira of the Spaniards'
fancy was never to be trodden by the foot of the explorer.
The count of Penalosa sper+t the :first f~w months after his
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arrival at Santa Fe in making war upon the Apach~s, then as
now implacable and deadly foes of the white invader, in erecting several public buildings and in founding one or two new
cities. But these were little more than the ordinary routine
duties of a captain-general of New Mexico. He felt that the
fame which he had hoped to win from his command would elude
his grasp unless he could report to his superiors more important exploits. He therefore set on foot his expedition to
Quivira.
On the 6th of March, in the year 1662, when in New England and Virginia hardy colonists were laying the foundations
of an empire which was destined in less than two centuries to
extend over Quivira and New Mexico also, Penalosa marched
in state from Santa Fe to explore the realms to the eastward
and north, and to follow the tracks which Coronado had made
one hundred and twenty years before. The composition of the
expedition shows the fondness of its leader for luxury and
pomp. There marched in his train a thousand Indians armed
with bows and arrows, and fourscore Spanish knights of good
family and repute rode before them. Thirty-six wagons carried his provisions and munitions of war; six cannon, eight
hundred horses, and three hundred mules accompanied the force.
Two chaplains, with the vestments and materials requisite for
the celebration of the mass, added to the brilliancy of his array;
while for his personal ease he had provided, besides horses, a
commodious coach, a litter, and two sedan chairs. Thus comfortably furnished, the count led his force in a northeasterly
direction for three months, through pleasant and fertile prairies,
'' so agreeable,'' says the reverend friar, Nicholas de Freytas,
one of the two chaplains, and the chronicler of the enterprise,
« that not in all the Indies of Peru and New Spain, nor in
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Europe, have any other such been seen so delightful and pleasant.'' They admired, as had the soldiers of Coronado, the
enormous herds of buffalo, the numerous and beautiful rivers,
the luxuriant forest and fruit trees, the useful and fragrant
plants, clover, flax, hemp, and marjoram, the part.ridges, quails,
turkeys, deer, and elk, the oceans of roses, the great abundance of delicious strawberries, and, at a later period, no doubt,
though they are spoken of in the same category, the plums and
the huge clusters of grapes, whose flavor seemed to their thirsty
palates finer even than that from the vines of their beloved
Spain.
With their senses thus regaled the adventurous band proceeded, during the balmy months of spring, along their course,
until their progress was impeded by a wide and rapid river.
Here they encountered a war party of the Escanzaques nation,
who dwelt along the fortieth parallel of latitude, and who represented themselves as bound for one of the great cities of
Quivira, with whose inhabitants they were at war.* Joining
this force, which numbered about three thousand warriors,
Penalosa and his men marched westwardly for a day along the
right bank of the rushing river until it made a bend so that its
· current came from the north. Following up its course they
marched northward for a day, and thereafter pursuing the sinuosities of the stream and guided by it they proceeded on
their course until they perceived to the northward, beyond the
river, a high ridge whose sides were covered with signal
smokes, and understood that the natives were advised of their
approach. Still pressing forward for a time and distanc;:e left
by the chronicler provokingly obscure, they at last halted at a
* This was probably the tribe since known· as the Kansas.
found them still at war with the Pawnees in 1841.

Father de Smet
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spot where on the opposite side another beautiful river, flowing from the ridge, entered the ~tream they had previ<;msly followed. Here they found themselves within sight of a vast
settlement or city situated in the midst of a spacious prairie
and upon both banks of the last-mentioned stream.
This was the city, or one of the cities, of Quivira. It contained thousands of houses, mostly circular in sp.ape, some two,
three, and even four stories in height, framed of a, hard wood
which seems to have been black walnut, a:p.d skillfully thatched.
It extended along both sides of this second river for more than
two leagues, at which distance a third stream flowed int9 the
second. Beyond this the city again stretched out for many
miles; jµst how far is uncertain, for the troops never reached
its ultimate boundary. The plain upon which this huge village
lay was some eighteen or twenty miles in breadth, and when
the army came in sight of it and bivouacked over against it on
the south side of the river the vast number of inhabitants,
men, women, and children, who came out to gaze at the invaders, excited the liveliest curiosity. Soon appeared a delegation
of some seventy caciques or chiefs, splendidly attired, who
welcomed Penalosa with many rqarks bf love anq respect.
The gentle savages brought with them, as tokep.s of their goodwill, many gifts of their most :precious possessions-furs of
ermine, otter, and beaver, deer and buffa,.lo skins, pumpkins
and beans, bread of maize, with great store of wild game and
fresh fish of various sorts. Th~se they gave as an earnest of
the hospitable reception promised when the Spaniards shot1 1 d
cross !he river on the next day.
Two of the chiefs who thus visited the count were detained
by him, says the friar, with good words and better deeds, until
far into the night. It is to be hoped that no more persµasive
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measures to secure their stay than fair speeches and presents
were re orted to; but before morning, after long examination
by the general and his chaplains about their country and its
tribes, they became alarmed, found means of escaping, and
recrossed the river to their city.
The pathetic story of cruelty and rapine and oppression, of
which the hi'stories of Spanish conquests are so full, and which
are not absent from American annals of later days, had been
retold during the night. Under cover of the darkness the
Escanzaques had, without the orders or lt1+owledge of Penalosa
(as the writer declares, and as perhaps, in the absence of any
opposing testimony, we are bound to believe), forded the river,
fallen upon the peaceful dwellers of the city, and so ravaged,
burned, and .murdered that at sunrise, when the general (who
with some difficulty had also crossed the stream before dawn)
encamped before the city, not a living soul was to be found
within it. The timid and unwarlike natives who had survived
the slaughter had all fled.
The soldiers pent the day in extinguishing the flames and in
efforts to r pr s the fury of the Escanzaques. The next day
they marched through the town, admiring the vai;t number of
dwellings, the innumerable paths whi<;h entered the city from
the highlands behind it, the fertility of the soil, which was
black, strong, and covered with rich grasses, and the beauty
of the scene, which from the city to the ridge seemeq. t<;> them
like a paradise. But their search for gold~n birds or bells orrich dishes or precious stones was as vain as that of their predecessors had been; so that Don Diego, after sending a srp.all
force still fi:irther on who could report no end to the s½ttlement,
no new discoveries, and above all no sign 0f gold, concluded
to return. The reasons he assigned for this sudden .~bap.9-on ~
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ment of the enterprise were that the pursuit of fleeing men
would be fruitless, that there was no certainty that his huge
lumbering coach could find passage over the broken grounds
before them, and that he had no orders to proceed farther. It
is pretty evident from the nature of these excuses that when the
hope of finding gold vanished, the count' s zeal in the undertaking disappeared also. On the nth of June, 1662, therefore,
he turned his face southward, and after a journey without
special adventure, except a sanguinary battle with his former
allies, the Escanzaques, regained his post in New Mexico.
Such, so far as they relate to our present purpose, are the
principal features of the narration of Father Nicholas de Freytas. The object of this paper is to show that the termination
of Penalosa's expedition was in the State of Nebraska, not far
from where now flourishes the city of Columbus, in that fertile
and attractive region along the borders of the Loup which the
novelist, Cooper, has celebrated as affording a last hunting
ground and a grave for his hero Leatherstocking, which, at .
the cession to the United States by the Pawnees, in 1857, of
their vast possessions, was retained by them as the dearest and
most valuable of their spacious hunting grounds, and which
allured the experienced eye of the Mormon exile as he fled
westward from civilization in 1856. * But before presenting in
detail the arguments which seem to lead irresistibly to this conclusion, it may not be uninteresting to trace, in a few words,
the life of the leader of the march to the end of his romantic
career.

* The district now known as Nance County was the home of the Pawnees
until their removal to the Indian Territory, in 1879. Within its limits the Mormons established, about 1856, a settlement which they called Genoa, where they
dwelt until they were driven out by the United States troops, at the request of
the Indians.
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Penalosa was, so far as can be inferred from our scanty materials, a man of inordinate vanity, arrogant, high spirited, and
supercilious. Upon his return to Santa Fe he addressed fo
the Spanish crown a memorial of his journey, and awaited with
impatient anxiety the response which he expected would add
to his numerous self-bestowed titles lhat of Duke of Quivira.*
But he could not humble himself to the Inquisition, then
asserting supreme authority in all the Spanish provinces, nor
conciliate its officers. It was not long before he came into
actual collision with them. Wishing, as he said, to check the
tyrannical and extravagant flights of the commissary-general of
the order, he was rash enough to place that officer in arrest and
to keep him confined for several days in the palace at Santa
Fe. As, in New Mexico, he possessed sufficient power to sustain himself, his temerity went for a time unpunished; but
when, two years afterwards, he ventured into Mexico, the
Inquisition, which could afford to delay chastisement, though
never to pardon so glaring a breach of its authority, had him
arrested, detained in prison for nearly three years, deprived of
his governorship, and condemned to a fine which left him penniless. Nor was this all. On the 3d of February, 1668, that
tribunal celebrated a special auto-da-fe at the convent of Santo
Domingo, at which Don Diego de Penalosa, governor of New

* The relation of Freytas, doubtless prepared under the count's supervision,
thus describes him: "Don Diego Dionysio, of Penalosa, Bricena and Verdugo,
Ocampo and Valdivia, lord of the cities of Guarina and Farara, and their eleven
towns, tributary knight vassal in the city of La Paz, provincial alcalde and perpetual ruler therein, and in the five provinces of its district, governor and captain-general of New Mexico, lawful successor and heir of the marquisate of
Arauco, the countship of Valdivia (province of Chile), the viscountship of La
Imperial, and the marquisate of Oristan, claiming to be marquis of Farara, and
count of Santa Fe de Penalosa, adelantado of Chile and of the Great Quivira in
the west of this new world of America."
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Mexico, was condemned to penance for irreverent language
towards the priests' and lords' inquisitors, and certain wild
freaks which seemed almost blasphemous. He came forth to
walk in the procession of penitents, with a green cattdle in his
hand, his hair carefully dressed, arrayed in a skirt of exquisite
:fineness, ungartered hose, and wide ruffles about his wrists of
Flemish point-lace. Thus attired, says a writer of that day,
he was an object of sincere compassion.
With this indignity ended Penalosa's services to the Spanish
Government. He made some ineffectual efforts to obtain redress;
but as the power of the Inquisition had become too great for his
feeble opposition, he determined to seek more grateful and less
superstitious patrons. Soon after he appeared in London; but
driven hence, as he asserts, by the persecutions of the Spanish
ambassadors at the English court, he betook himself to France,
where in 1682 he addressed a memorial to the French Government, proposing the occupation of Texas and the dispatch of an
expedition, of which he should be the commander, to cooperate
with La Salle in the foundation of a French empire in the New
World. His project seems to have been looked upon with some
favor and carried out so far as La Salle was concerned; but for
some reason the support of the Government was withdrawn.
La Salle was left to his fate in the Texan wilds, and Penalosa' s
schemes of power were again frustrated. He lingered four or
five years longer in Paris, a wrecked, unhappy man, and died
in that city at the age of sixty-three. Of his eventful career, his
glowing ambition, his bold projects, his journeys, his quarrels,
his successes, his disappointments, and his death we have but
these vague and unsatisfactory outline~. But there is some
reason to hope that close investigation may yet bring to light
further details of the life of a man who was certainly, whatever
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his weaknesses or his faults, a type of the brave and stirring
Western adventurer.
It may prove a dull task to examine with minute criticism
all the evidences which point to the valleys of the Loup and
Platte rivers as the location of the city which Penalosa visited;
but the importance of the inquiry to those interested in the
early annals of Nebraska will perhaps justify a somewhat
searching and thorough investigation of the story of De Freytas. Ambiguous and desultory as his account is, a careful study
of it enables us to fix upon a few ascertained localities; and a
comparison of its statement with those of other explorers and
wit~ our knowledge of the country will, it is thought, serve to
establish in the minds of impartial students the situation of the
kingdom and city of Quivira beyond reasonable doubt.
In determining this point we can first assure ourselves that
Quivira lay northeasterly from Santa Fe. This was the line of
Coronado's march, as we·are informed both by his own report
and those of his lieutenant Jaramillo and the soldier Castaneda.
Gomara, in his narrative of the expedition, declares that the
march was toward the northeast. The missionary fathers previously mentioned traveled in the same direction. Freytas
constantly speaks of it as the '' northeast land,'' and the Indian
guides always persisted that the route to it by way of Taos was
shorter and more direct than that usually followed.
We are able to come somewhat nearer to the spot by the certainty that it was north of the fortieth parallel of latitude.
Coronado reported that he penetrated thus far to the north,
and in this statement he was supported by the evidence of all
who accompanied him. Penalosa, more than a century later;
found the Escanzaques, enemies of the Quiviras, dwelling along
that parallel and ranging over the country northward. With
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them he marchednorth toattackthe Quiviras. This statement,
if true, proves incontestably that the habitations of the latter
were above that line.
The distances traveled by the several explorers, while not
always either definitely given or harmonious, all indicate that
the region we are discussing was at least as far from Santa Fe
as Nebraska. The length of Coronado' smarch has already been
made a topic of inquiry in the paper upon his expedition read
before this society in 1880, and it is unnecessary to say more
about it here than that it appeared of sufficient length to have
ended in this State. The march of Onate from Santa Fe in 1599
was, according to his account, upwards of two hundred leagues.
The Spanish league being, as appears by the United States
Ordnance Manual, 3. 42 American miles, we may fairly suppose that he traveled between six hundred and seventy-five and
eight hundred and fifty miles. Freytas, writing from Santa Fe
his account of the expedition we ar·J now considering, declares
that <<this northeast land, so populous and wealthy, begins one
hundred and fifty leagues from here, and stretches to where the
city commences almost as far again.'' In other words, he
makes the distance of the chief city of Quivira from Santa Fe
between two hundred and fifty and three hundred leagues;
that is, between eight hundred and fifty and a thousand miles.
ow, by the "Map of the Territory of the United States,
west of the Mississippi River, prepared by the authority of the
honorable the Secretary of War, in the office of the Chief of
Engineers,'' in the year 1879, the distance in an air line from
Santa Fe to Columbus, Nebr., is nearly six hundred miles. By
rail the distance from Santa Fe to the river Platte is nine
hundred and eighty-six miles; and inasmuch as the Atchison
and Santa Fe Railroad follows very closely the old and natural
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route so well known to travelers as the Santa Fe trail, it is not
a violent presumption that all the early adventurers pursued for
a portion of their journey this easy pathway. After making,
then, liberal allowance for guesses, imperfect measurements,
and exaggerations, we are forced to the conclusion that the
reported length of the various marches confirms our hypothesis.
Another belief of the Spanish geographers with regard to the
site of Quivira was that it was nearly surrounded by the sea.
This, while at first it may seem opposed to our view of the
situation, affords on examination a powerful argument in support of it. "It is known by evident proof," says Freytas,
'' that the sea encircles and surrounds all that land in those four
points-east, northeast, north, and northwest.'' But this '' eviident proof" was manifestly only the stories of their Indian
guests and captives; for we have abundant assurance that the
Sp~niards did not themselves reach any large body of water.
That the unlettered topographers of the region, in attempting
to trace for their visitors the course of the Missouri River,
should, in their description of the largest stream they had ever
seen or heard of, have conveyed the idea that they were speaking of the ocean, can be readily comprehended.* If it were
otherwise the savages were only seeking to deceive, for there
is no spot which Coronado or Penalosa could possibly have
reached in their respective marches which is thus surrounded
by salt water. Assuming, however, that by the word or sign
which the Spanish cavaliers translated" sea" the Indians meant

* Mrs. Elvira G. Platt, the matron of the Indian school at Genoa, an accomplished lady who has lived among the Pawnees for many years, informs me, in
corroboration of this explanation, that the name given by this nation to the Missouri" means "the miraculous water." Others define it "the medicine water."
The word translated "medicine," or" miraculous," was applied to whatever was
so far out of their experience or above their comprehension as to suggest the
idea of divine power.
S. Mis.14-4
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"great river," we can at once perceive that the proposed situation of Quivira would answer precisely to the description.
From the site which is now suggested that majestic current can
be reached by ·a journey, not long, either to the northwest,
north, northeast, or east.
Taking it for granted, then, that the metropolis of this vast
kingdom of Quivira lay northeastwardly from Santa Fe, our
nearest absolutely ascertained point, at a distance of between
six hundred and a thousand miles; that it was encircled by a
stream or body of water from the northwest round to the east,
and that it was watered by various rivers, as mentioned in the
foregoing pages, let us endeavor, from the equivocal account
we have, to trace out Penalosa's exact route.
The course of his march, though in one place it is spoken of
as towards the east, was, as we have seen, in a northeasterly
direction, and the first object to be identified is the wide, rapid,
and beautiful river where they encountered their Indian allies,
the Escanzaques. As this tribe dwelt along the fortieth parallel of latitude, and were at this time marching northward to
attack the Quiviras, the river must have been north of the
present State of Kansas. No stream answers to the description
given and to the subsequent details except the Platte; and I
am of opinion that they struck that river about where the Missouri Pacific Railway from Omaha to Hiawatha ·makes its
crossing.
Along the banks of that stream they marched westward for a
day, reaching a point not far from the present site of the
attractive village of Ashland. Here the Platte, as we know,
makes an abrupt bend, and for some twenty miles flows from
the north to south. The narrator's account is as follows: '' From
this point,'' that is, the spot reached by them after their first
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day's march with the Indians, '' we directed our course to the
north, following the river which drew its current thence, keeping the east on our right hand, and that day the army encamped
on its prairies." This halt, if our conjectures thus far have
been correct, was in Saunders County, opposite the city bf
Fremont.
On the next day they resumed their journey, still following
up the course of the river, and after a march of :fifteen miles
noticed upon the high ridge to the north frequent signal smokes
by which the spies of Quivira were announcing the approach
of strangers. This would indicate a point not fat from the
town of North Bend, :fifteen miles west of Fremont, _w here the
ridge which borders the valley of the Platte on the north draws
near to that stream, and fairly answers to the description given
by Freytas. It is at least doubtful if at any spot within a
thousand miles of Santa Fe so many conditions of the problem
presented can be satisfied as have already been met.
"rhe narrative proceeds as follows: '' Soon after we disco;ered the great people or city of Quivira, situated on the broad
prairies of another beautiful rivet which came from the range
to enter and join that which we had been following." It is to
be regretted that these words "soon after"* are so indefinite.
They may indicate a march of an hour, a day, or a week. Indeed, as the account was manifestly written after the teturn of
the force to New Mexico, it may well be that the chaplain's
own mind was not clear· as to the precise distance. But the
other features of the story ca:n only be identified by admitting
that this picturesque river coming from th~ range was the
Loup. The distance from North Bend to a point on the Platte
opposite the mouth of that stream is about thirty miles; not
" Poc0 despues.
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certainly a very long distance to the veteran troops who had
then been in the field upwards of three months and must have
been inured to travel.
It has not escaped notice that the river up which the Spaniards had been marching, while it is spoken of as rapid and
broad, was fordable. This, while it disposes finally of any
theory that it could have been the Missouri, exactly describes
the Platte. The latter is a stream as wide in many places as
the Missouri, and nearly as swift, and yet there are few points
where a -ford can not be readily discovered. The buffalo in
their migrations were rarely compelled to swim its tide, and
the older members of this society have not infrequently in early
days driven their .vehicles through its turbid and rushing current at spots much nearer its mouth than our -adventurers had
now reached.
Let us now, therefore, cross the Platte with Penalosa and his
men and examine the features of the country to the north of
it. After arresting the conflagration kindled by the implacable
Escanzaques the army, we are told, proceeded thro11gh a city,
whose buildings they numbered by thousands, some two leagues
until they came to a halt upon the bank of another stream which
flowed through it and into what we have called the Loup. If
we have correctly traced the march up to this point, and its
line was up the left bank of the Loup, this halt was probably
upon either Lost Creek or Looking-Glass Creek, little streams
which flow into the Loup about eight or ·ten miles from the
Platte.* "At this point," says the narrator, "the ridge or lofty

* Mrs. Platt is inclined to think that this was Cedar Creek, which united
with the Loup at Fullerton; and it can not be denied that the former is now a
stream which would present more of an obstacle to an invading force than either
of the rivulets mentioned. But two hundred years may have altered the bulk of
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range which ran along the right side of the city toward the
north was distant from it some ten leagues.'' This description
corresponds fairly with the condition at the mouth of Lost
Creek, the valley of the Loup being at that place apparently
some fifteen or twenty miles in width.
From this point northward the army proceeded no farther.
A small detachment of soldiers was sent to examine the town,
but did not reach its northern boundary, and the men reported
upon their return that streets and houses stretched far beyond
the ultimate spot of their exploration. The city, according to
these reports, must have extended along the borders of the
Loup for a distance, upon the most moderate calculation, of
not less than twenty miles.
Such are the evidences of the size and situation of the famous
city of Quivira, which are to be derived from the narrations
of early explorers and the natural features of the country.
They point so convincingly to the mouth of the Loup as the
location of this mysterious and long-sought-for capital that,
even if we should discover upon the indicated site no traces
whatever of ancient habitation or signs of human occupation, we
could content ourselves with responding to criticisms founded
on the absence of such proofs that no such remains have been
detected at any other place which could possibly answer a
single one of the conditions of this investigation. It would
certainly not be strange if the lapse of more than two centuries,
with their desolating wars, conflagration, and tornadoes should
.
'
have utterly effaced all vestiges of the lofty structures of earth
these water courses very materially ; and, inasmuch as their position answers
more nearly to the narrative, I have ventured, not without hesitation, to adhere
to the statement in the text. Lost Creek, it must be admitted, at present hardly
rises to the dignity of a stream.
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and wood, the skin garments, the pictorial records, and the frail
implements and utensils of this primitive people.
Fortunately, however, for the advocates of the location now
suggested, such evidences do exist in great abundance. From
near where the Union Pacific R_ailway crosses the Loup about
~wo miles from the Platte, for several miles northwestwardly
along the margins of the former. stream, have been found for
many years, and by the careful observer may still be discovered,
unmistakable traces of a once dense population. Prominent
among these are the fragments of pottery. Time and the elements have reduced these frail memorials, in most instances,
to so small a size that the shape of the vessels of which they
formed a part can not be ascertained; but a few utensils have
been secured so nearly entire as to warrant the assertion that
they correspond remarkably with those which are still occasionally brought to light in the vicinity of the Aztec pueblos
of New Mexico. Mr. Eugene L. Ware, one of the civil engineers in· the employ of the Union Pacific company, and a
zealous antiquarian, to whom I am much indebted for help in
the preparation of this .essay, while professionally engaged in
the construction of the railroad now running up the Loup was
struck with the immense number of these potsherds which
strewed the ground for miles. Many of the largest he secured,
and a collection of them made by him is, or should be, now in
the museum of the State university. The ornamentation of
these pieces consists of lines and figures rudely indented in the
clay, while plastic, by a stick or finger. In this respect they
differ from the work of the modern Pueblo Indians, who usually,
after baking or drying, draw with a brush their uncouth devices
upon the surface. But they correspond in a remarkable degree
with some of the more ancient specimens still to be found
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about the _ruined city of Cibola, which Coronado visited. A
little fragment from the edge of a plate or bowl, shown me by
Mr. Ware, so closely resembles a piece of similar size picked
up near the deserted village of Pecos that it is difficult to distinguish them.
· Upon the prairie strewn with these shards are also noticeable
several artificial mounds. If the people who reared these mysterious fabrics were, as it seems not improbable, of the Aztec
race, the structures were perhaps (unlike the mounds of the
Miami Valley and the East) sacrificial altars, such as the teocallis of the city of Mexico and Cholula. Whatever their use,
however, they mark the center of a huge populition and belong
to a period removed at least three centuries from our own time. j
Whether the inhabitants of this city were of kindred with the : ·
race which Cortez found on the table-land of Mexico bears upon
our inquiry only so far as it may show that the former were
not of the nomadic tribes which then roamed at will over a
large portion of the Western prairies. But if we can convince
ourselves that the Pawnees have for centuries dwelt upon the
Loup,* have customs in common with the Aztecs, and have
traditions of such a city as Quivira, a circumstane.e, however
slight, will be added to the mass of proof already collected.
In 1673, only eleven years after Penalosa's visit, Father Marquette passed the mouth of the Missouri on his voyage down
the Mississippi. He questioned the natives whom he found at
the confluence of those streams, and from the information thus
gained, and his own observation of the country west of the Mis ..
sissippi, prepared a map, which, after being lost for nearly
two' centuries, was discovered a few years ago in St. Mary'~

* There were four divisions or tribes of the Pawnees, the Ta pages, the Republicans, the Grands, and the Skidis. The statements in the text generally refer
to the la.st named.
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College in Montreal. Upon this map appear the Panis, a
nation occupying the very position which we have assigned
to Quivira.
When the French and English traders began to pass over
the territory the Pawnees were a warlike race, living mainly
by the chase, and at first sight differing but little from t~iat of
their neighbors. But they had certain customs not known to
other tribes. · Prominent among these was the practice of offering human sacrifices as a religious rite. It is well known, of
course, that all the Indians of the plains tortured and murdered
their captives. Revenge and barbarity were in their eyes lofty
and ennobling traits of character. But it is believed that the
Pawnees were alone among them in regarding such cruelty
in the light of a sacrifice and in regularly practicing it as a
means of propitiating their deities. In the pampering of their
victims prior to immolation, in the solemn festivals and processions on the sacrificial day, and especially in the tearing out
of the still palpitating heart of the unhappy sufferer and the
tasting of the flesh by the executioner, the resemblance to the
Aztecs is extraordinary. I subjoin in a note at the close for
those whose sensibilities may allow them to read it a description by Father de Smet of a Pawnee sacrifice, which may be
compared with Prescott's narrative of similar rites by Mexican
priests.
The traditions of the Pawnees are that, at a period so remote
that details have been lost, their ancestors migrated from a land
far to the south, and, subduing the nations in the vicinity of the
Platte, took possession of their territory and held it by righ_t of
conquest.
In their fondness for white magic or jugglery, also, the Pawnees resembled the inhabitants of Anahuac. Their medicine
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men possessed, apparently, the power of imbuing inanimate
objects with life and motion; they shot arrows through their
bodies and crushed in their skulls with tomahawks without
harm; they planted corn in the earth and in a few minutes
made it grow to maturity, and performed many such adroit
tricks and cunning sleights as the followers of Cortez admired
in Mexico.
Their lofty dwellings, three and four stories in height, their
gentle welcome to the white invaders, and their offerings of
food and ornaments remind us of the people of Montezuma
and the cities of Cibola; and, in short, so many features and
habits disclose this similarity that it is difficult to believe that
the Pawnees of 1662 were not the descendants of Aztec ancestors, changed by climate and surroundings, but still retaining
many of the traits of their forefathers.
This being the case, it is easy to see how the Spanish conquerors heard on all sides the fable of the opulent city in the
northeast, which, in its ~uxury and splendor, rivaled the dreams
of Eastern potentates, and which excited the cupidity of adventurers and the religious zeal of pious ecclesiastics.
It may be added, finally, that all who have sojourned long
enough among the Pawnees to become familiar with their oral
records have noticed their tradition of a once great city upon
what was from 1859 to 1876 their reservation. They still boast
of its glories and believe in its magnificence. Loath to leave
its site when a Christian civilization drove them southward I
they yearn in their new home for its familiar scenes and a few
remnants of the tribe yet linger within its loved boundaries.
At the risk of incurring the censure of tediousness, all of
which, like Dogberry, I could find in my heart to bestow on
this topic, I venture to recapitulate the principal indications
)
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which serve to establish the site of Quivira on the Loup River
near Columbus:
It was situated northeasterly from Santa Fe.
Its distance from the latter city was eight or nine hundred
miles.
It was north of the fortieth parallel of latitude, the southern
boundary of Nebraska.
Inasmuch as none of the narrations of the several expeditions
to Quivira speak of so formidable an impediment to a march as
the Missouri would have formed, a fair presumption rises that
the city was west of that river.
It lay north of a wide but fordable stream, upon an affluent
of it, which in its turn received another water course flowing
through the town.
All these conditions are fulfilled upon the Loup, at a place
where ate found many vestiges of an ancient city.
The natural features of the surrounding country correspond
with the relation of De Freytas.
At the period of Penalosa's march, and for two hundred years
afterward, the territory was occupied by the Pawnees, a nation
having many traits in common with the Aztecs.
Traditions of the Pawnees confirm our theory.
No other spot has been suggested which will at all conform
to the descriptions of the several explorers.
If these evidences do not amount to a demonstration, we can
at least say, with Gibbon, that "though each of the proofs may
be singly weak and defective, their concurrence has great
weight.'' I have, however, purposely reserved for the close
of this monograph an argument, crowning and conclusive to
the fortunate homesteaders along the fruitful, black-soiled
banks of the Loup and its tributaries, and not without' its
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force to dwellers . in less favored parts of this State. ''There
were on this journey,'' explains the chronicler in a burst of enthusiasm, "men of divers nations of Europe, Asia, Africa, and
America, and all with one voice declared that they had never
beheld a land so fertile, fair, and agreeable as that;· and in the
common sentiment all that has been hitherto conquered and
colonized under the name of America is unlovely in comparison
with what is comprised in this new portion of the New World.''
N0TE.-The description of the Pawnee sacrifice, referred to in the text, is as
follows:

"The Pawnees are in some respects true believers, with regard to the

certainty of a future life, and display a pharisaical punctuality in the observance
of their superstitious rites.

Dancing and music, as well as fasting, prayer, and

sacrifice, form an essential part of their worship.

The most common worship

among them is that which they offer to a stuffed bird, filled with herbs and roots,
to which they attribute a supernatural virtue.

They protest that this Mani too had

been sent to their ancestors by the Morning Star, to be their mediator when they
should stand in need of some particular favor.

Hence, whenever they enter

upon some important undertaking, or wish to avert some great evil, they
expose the Mediator bird to public veneration; and in order to render both him
and the Great Manitoo (or Spirit), by whom he is sent, propitious to them, they
smoke the calumet and blow the first smoke that issues from it toward the part
of the sky where shines their protectress.
"On the most solemn occasions the Pawnees add a bloody sacrifice to the
oblation of the calumet; and according to what they pretend to have learned from
the bird and the star, the sacrifice most agreeable to the Great Spirit is that of an
enemy immolated in the most cruel manner.

It is impossible to listen without

horror to the recital of the circumstances that attended the sacrifice of a young
female of the Sioux tribe in the course of the year 1837.
time, and they thus sought to obtain a plentiful harvest.

It was about seed

I shall here give the sub-

stance of the detailed account which I have given of it in a former letter.

This

young girl was only aged fifteen; after having been well treated and fed for six
months, under the pretense that a feast would be prepared for her at the opening
of the summer season, felt rejoiced when she saw the last days of winter roll
by.

The day fixed upon for the fea~t having dawned, she passed through all the

preparatory ceremonies, and was then .arrayed jn her finest attire, after which she
was placed in a circle of warriors who seemed to escort her for the purpose of
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showing her deference.

Besides their wonted arms, each one of these warriors

had two pieces of wood which he had received at the hands of the maiden.

The

latter had on the preceding day carried three posts, which she had helped to fell
in the neighboring forest; but su1yosing that she was walking to a triumph, and
her mind being filled with the most pleasing ideas, the victim advanced towards
the place of her sacrifice with those mingled feelings of joy and timidity which,
under similar circumstances, are naturally excited in the bosom of a young girl
of her age.
"During their march, which was rather long, the silence was interrupted only
by religious songs and invocations to the Master of life, so that whatever affected
the senses tended to keep up the deceitful delusion under which she had been
till that moment.

But as soon as she had reached the place of sacrifice, where

nothing was to be seen but fires, torches, and instruments of torture, the delusion
began to vanish and her eyes were opened to the fate that awaited her.

She

burst into tears; she raised loud cries to heaven; she begged, entreated, conjured
her executioners to have pity on her youth, her innocence, her parents; but all
in vain; neither tears nor cries nor the promises of a trader, who happened to be
present, softened the hearts of these monsters.

She was tied with ropes to the

trunk and branches of two trees, and the most sensitive parts of her body were
burnt with torches made of the wood which she had with her own hands distributed to the warriors.

When her sufferings lasted long enough to weary the fanat-

ical fury of her ferocious tormentors, the great chief shot an arrow into her
heart, and in an instant this arrow was followed by a thousand others, which,
after having been violently turned and twisted in the wounds, were torn from
them in such a manner that her whole body presented but one shapeless mass of
mangled flesh, from which the blood streamed on all sides.

When the blood had

ceased to flow, the greater sacrificator approached the expiring victim, and to
crown so many atrocious acts, tore out her heart with his own hands, and after
uttering the most frightful imprecations against the Sioux Nation devoured the
bleeding flesh amid the acclamations of his whole tribe.

The mangled remains

were then left to be preyed upon by wild beasts, and when the blood had been
sprinkled on the seed to render it fertile, all retired to their cabins, cheered with
the hope of obtaining a copious harvest."-Narrative of a Year's Residence among

the Indian Tribes of the Rocky Mountains.
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